
A bequest to the bush

For land, for life, forever



“This is the music of 
millions of years playing 
here… this is what human 
ears have heard since the 
cradle of humanity.”

Bob Brown 
founder of Bush Heritage Australia

Bob Brown 
Photo: Peter Morris

Drys Bluff Reserve, Liffey Valley, TAS 
Photo: Wayne Lawler/EcoPix



BUSH HERITAGE AUSTRALIA

A Tasmanian wedge-tailed eagle soars 
over the towering bluff and fertile floor of 
our Oura Oura Reserve in the Liffey Valley. 
In Western Australia a tiny phascogale begins 
its life in the safe haven of Kojonup Reserve. 
While in Victoria, the critically endangered 
robust greenhood orchid is re-discovered at 
Nardoo Hills. 

These are just some of the natural miracles that 
happen every day on Bush Heritage reserves.

When you leave a gift to Bush Heritage Australia 
in your Will, this is the legacy you leave to your 
children and to future generations. 

The gift of protected Australian bush lets others 
share the joy you have experienced and is your 
opportunity to give back to a natural world that 
both sustains and restores us.

These tiny phascogales, 
extinct throughout much of 
their former range, have been 
re-introduced into a secure new 
home at our Kojonup Reserve, 
Western Australia. Ongoing feral 
animal control has enabled 
a successful translocation.
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A bequest to the bush

Red-tailed phascogale 
Photo: Jiri Lochman/Lochman Transparencies



Anne & 
Frederick 
Bondin’s gift
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We first heard about Bush Heritage Australia during a fundraising 
campaign to purchase a property for the Gondwana Link project 
in south-west Western Australia. As keen birdwatchers and 
wildflower enthusiasts, we liked the concept of helping protect 
Australia's biodiversity through the acquisition of land and 
started to support the organisation. 

Over the years we have met some of the hard-working people 
who help protect the bush and felt inspired by what they do. 
We have always had a great love for nature and would like to 
see it cared for, even when we are no longer around to enjoy it 
ourselves. Of course, we hope to see Gondwana Link completed 
in our lifetime, but if we can't, at least we know this important 
project can continue with the help of our bequest.



BUSH HERITAGE AUSTRALIA

You have the power to help shape the future of 
Australia’s natural places – a future where habitat 
for our extraordinary wildlife and quintessential 
bush landscapes remain intact.

A gift in your Will, no matter the amount, can make a 
real difference to the threatened and vulnerable species 
protected within our reserves and partnership regions.

Naturally you will want to look after your loved ones first. 
However, by including a gift to Bush Heritage you are giving 
them something extra – the gift of a protected natural 
world in which they can find joy, peace and wonder.

Your gift will help create permanent havens for our 
precious species – for slender-billed thornbills foraging in 
shrublands, Mareeba rock wallabies bounding across rocky 
outcrops and elegant brolgas dancing in shallow wetlands.

Two colonies of 
Mareeba rock 
wallabies, listed as 
near threatened in 
Queensland, have 
found safe refuge in 
the rocky outcrops of 
our Yourka Reserve in 
far north Queensland.
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Your power to protect

Mareeba rock wallabies 
Photo: Wayne Lawler/EcoPix
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We work where we 
are needed most
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With Australia’s bushland rapidly diminishing, 
Bush Heritage Australia works to restore the balance. 
Our aim is to protect biodiversity and native habitats. 
We work in areas where it is most needed – areas with 
high conservation values and low levels of protection.

Our formula is simple. We purchase ecologically significant 
land, then use good science and careful management to 
care for it - forever. We also build conservation partnerships 
with Aboriginal groups and private landowners. 

Today Bush Heritage reserve managers, ecologists, project 
partners and volunteers care for more than nine million 
hectares around the country, preserving an amazing 
diversity of threatened landscapes. 

A gift in your Will helps us extend this protection to more 
extraordinary landscapes so Australia will always have wild 
places that remain diverse, immense, intact and beautiful. 

Bush Heritage 
Australia

Anne Reid 
supporter for 14 years
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“Every time I see a 
new dot on our map, 
my heart sings.”

Stony creek frog 
Photo: Wayne Lawler/EcoPix



8

Surveys are a vital tool for measuring our progress 
and help ensure we are having a positive impact 
on the long-term survival of our native species. 

Like you, our Bush Heritage ecologists are 
passionate about protecting what is left of our wild 
places. Today 75% of Australia’s native vegetation 
has been destroyed or severely degraded. Too many 
of our animals have already become extinct and 
currently 29% of land mammals and 16% of our 
birds are threatened. 

Bush Heritage ecologists use the best available 
science and careful planning to decide how your 
gift can best be used to nurse damaged and fragile 
ecosystems back to health and provide safe haven 
for common, rare and threatened species alike. 

Your gift means 
safe haven

“Contributing to the 
ongoing rehabilitation of our 
extraordinary and diverse 
bush, as well as the important 
associated scientific research 
both now and into the future is 
one small way in which 
I can leave this land in better 
shape than when I arrived.”

Chris Easdown
supporter for 16 years

Senior Ecologist Matthew Appleby and Regional 
Reserve Manager Annette Dean - Friendly Beaches 

Reserve, Tasmania. Photo: Annette Ruzicka



BUSH HERITAGE AUSTRALIA

“To manage the land we 
use two toolboxes, and 
those toolboxes are 
knowledge. We use Bininj 
- which is our knowledge, 
and western knowledge 
- Balanda, together to 
manage this land.”

Terrah Guymala
Ranger with the Warddeken 

partnership in the Northern Territory

Innovative partnership projects play an important role 
in increasing the scope of our conservation work. 
Working with Aboriginal groups, individual property 
owners and other conservation groups provides 
opportunities to exchange valuable knowledge and 
experience and achieve more through collaboration. 

Our Aboriginal partnership projects are a good example. 
Together we identify conservation threats, develop 
healthy country plans, source funding and grow skills 
and resources needed for the long-term wellbeing and 
sustainability of Country.

Aboriginal people have looked after this country for tens 
of thousands of years. A gift in your Will can help ensure 
this continues far into the future.

Partnerships build 
capacity
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Warddeken Ranger, Terrah Guymala   
Photo: Annette Ruzicka



John 
Weightman’s 
legacy

Dad’s first experience of the natural environment was with 
his father in the Adelaide Hills. Later his work took him to 
the Flinders Ranges and up north into central Australia.

The beauty of the landscape impressed itself on Dad. 
He photographed magnificent desert trees and colourful 
carpets of wildflowers after rain. He went on to establish 
several home gardens and grew a wide variety of native plants.

Dad believed our natural heritage should be preserved for 
future generations and for its intrinsic value. He admired 
Bob Brown’s passionate commitment to conservation and 
saw Bush Heritage as an opportunity to help keep important 
ecological areas safe from destructive forces.

The family knew of Dad’s support for Bush Heritage and we 
share his love for our environment. We are proud of Dad’s 
bequest and feel that Bush Heritage properties are part 
of his legacy, and that he is in good company.

Meredith Geyer
John Weightman’s daughter
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Everyone should have a Will.

A Will gives you the power to choose how your assets can 
benefit your loved ones and the world you leave behind.

Leaving a bequest is not just a thing for wealthy people to 
consider. Every gift helps protect our wild places forever. 
Making a Will need not be complicated or expensive, but 
you should seek the advice of a legal practitioner to clearly 
set out the way you intend your estate to be distributed. 
It’s also important to review your Will every few years to 
make sure it still reflects your wishes, especially after a 
change in your circumstances, such as marriage, divorce, 
the birth of a child or the sale of property. 

Your Will is important

“The work Bush Heritage 
carries out is outstanding and 
vital in the efforts to preserve 
and foster the environment. 
I was fortunate to have a father 
who had a deep and abiding 
love for the land; he passed 
this legacy on to me, he taught 
us to care and respect it.”

Julie Moses 
supporter for 13 years

Ethabuka Reserve, QLD 
Photo: Wayne Lawler/EcoPix
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“It’s empowering and makes me feel good to think I am able to help 
save landscapes and species that are threatened or facing extinction. 
I like being part of an organisation that is actually doing something 
about it. My life is enhanced by what my gift can achieve.”

Louise Cahill supporter for 19 years

Boolcoomatta Reserve, SA 
Photo: Boris Hlavica
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Your bequest will make a lasting difference.

You can choose how you wish to leave your gift, including:

A residual bequest
A residual gift to Bush Heritage is a direction to your 
Executor that, once all specific gifts are distributed to the 
beneficiaries named in your Will and your debts are paid, 
the remainder (or proportion of the remainder) of your 
estate will be paid to Bush Heritage. A residual bequest is 
a simple way to leave a gift that needn’t interfere with any 
other specific bequests left to loved ones. Furthermore, 
this type of bequest retains its value over time unlike a 
specific cash gift that can reduce in value with inflation.

Whole or part of your estate
You can leave your entire estate or any part of your estate 
to Bush Heritage.

A specific bequest
You can leave any identifiable property as a bequest 
to Bush Heritage in your Will. 

A specific gift may include any sum of money, cash 
balances in a bank account, a residential house, 
commercial real estate or company shares.

If you have a life insurance policy or superannuation that 
you would like to gift as a bequest, we recommend you 
seek independent guidance from your financial advisor.  

Your choice



Gift in specie
If you are considering leaving real estate or shares to 
Bush Heritage, you may wish to consider leaving the gift 
in specie. This means the gift may be transferred directly 
to Bush Heritage and may save your estate paying capital 
gains tax on the sale of the asset. We recommend you seek 
appropriate legal and/or financial advice prior to making 
your Will to determine the suitability of an in specie gift.

Life interest
Sometimes a supporter intends to gift a property to Bush 
Heritage but also wishes to allow a family member or friend 
to live in that home for a period of time. Once that time has 
passed, the property will be sold and the proceeds paid to 
Bush Heritage. This is called a life interest.

A life interest may mean Bush Heritage does not receive 
your gift until many years into the future and, in some cases, 
the gift may never be received at all.

It is important to seek professional legal advice in drafting a 
life interest gift to ensure your intentions are clearly set out 
in your Will.

15BUSH HERITAGE AUSTRALIA

Western quolls 
Photo: Jiri Lochman/Lochman Transparencies



We became interested in Bush Heritage in the mid 1990s, a time 
when we were disturbed at the amount of land clearing taking 
place across Australia. We thought it was a brilliant idea that 
Bush Heritage gave people like us the chance to do something 
about it and buy land for conservation. 

Lately we’ve become birdwatchers, which further heightened our 
awareness and appreciation of the bush. Bush Heritage’s work is 
even more important since the decline of bird numbers is often 
directly related to loss of habitat. That’s why we decided to leave 
a bequest. We know that our money will go towards conserving 
habitat – that means a better future for the trees, marsupials and 
birds we love so much, and for future generations as well.

Annie & Ian 
Mayo’s gift
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Jennifer Kent 
supporter for 4 years
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Once you have decided on the type of bequest you would 
like to make, ask your solicitor to draft the appropriate 
clause. The following wording is a guide only and is 
subject to your solicitor’s professional legal advice 
in the preparation of your Will:

“I give:

(a) the residue (or percentage) of the residue of my estate; or

(b) the sum of $(amount); or (specified items) to BUSH 
HERITAGE AUSTRALIA (ABN 78 053 639 115) to be held 
upon Trust and to be applied towards conservation purposes 
in accordance with the Constitutional objectives of BUSH 
HERITAGE AUSTRALIA in its absolute discretion to determine.”

A bequest that supports our conservation work in general 
provides Bush Heritage with the greatest flexibility to 
respond to critical priorities in the future; however if you 
have a particular purpose in mind please contact us to 
discuss your wishes.

Suggested wording

“I felt a sense of pride 
and contentment when 
re-writing my Will knowing 
that my bequest will have 
such a positive impact on 
the conservation of our 
precious bush and wildlife 
beyond my lifetime.”  

Jennifer Kent 
supporter for 4 years Jewel beetle 

Photo: Jiri Lochman/Lochman Transparencies
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“In common with an increasing number of private 
landholders, we are doing our best to protect our own 
small patch of land, but supporting Bush Heritage through 
our bequest provides us with an opportunity to contribute 
to land conservation on a much larger scale.”

 Laurie Macmillan & David Wakefield 
supporters for 23 years

Charles Darwin Reserve, WA 
Photo: Paul Evans
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If you are considering leaving a specific bequest of land 
or residential property in your Will please contact us 
so we can discuss your wishes.

There have been instances where Bush Heritage has 
received a specific bequest of property where the Will 
states that Bush Heritage is to retain ownership of the 
property in our reserve portfolio for conservation purposes.

Many factors, including the location and property size, 
mean this is not always possible. Bush Heritage has the 
constitutional capacity to determine whether a property 
can and should be retained. If it is decided that a property 
cannot be retained, it may be sold and the proceeds used 
to further Bush Heritage’s general conservation purposes.

It is also worth noting that if you leave a specific bequest 
of property to Bush Heritage in your Will, the gift may fail if 
that property is sold or no longer exists at the time of your 
passing. It is therefore important to review your Will when 
there are significant changes to your circumstances.

Suggested wording Specific Bequest of land/real estate:

I GIVE: 
____________________________- (insert property description) 
to BUSH HERITAGE AUSTRALIA (ABN 78 053 639 115). 
In the event that BUSH HERITAGE AUSTRALIA, in its absolute 
discretion, determines that this property cannot be retained 
by BUSH HERITAGE AUSTRALIA then the property may be sold 
and the proceeds of sale be applied towards conservation 
purposes in accordance with the Constitutional objectives of 
BUSH HERITAGE AUSTRALIA .

Specific bequests of land 
and residential property
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The Bush Heritage Australia Capital Fund provides an 
option for those who prefer their bequest remain as an 
ongoing endowment for future conservation activities. 

A bequest to the Capital Fund helps build a strong 
and stable financial base to continue our program 
of land acquisition, management of existing reserves 
and investment in partnerships with like-minded 
people and organisations.

While the Fund’s capital will be protected in perpetuity, 
income earned by it will help fund new projects and 
ongoing conservation management activities.

To learn more about the Bush Heritage Australia 
Capital Fund, please contact the bequest team.

Bush Heritage Australia 
Capital Fund

Regional  Reserve Manager 
Jeroen van Veen 

Nardoo Hills Reserves, VIC 
Photo: Peter Morris
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We understand that making your Will is a very 
personal matter and we will always respect your 
confidentiality. But if you have already included 
Bush Heritage in your Will or are considering doing 
so, please let us know so we can thank you properly 
for your far-sighted gift.

It is also an opportunity to welcome you to the 
Bush Legacy Circle, our growing group of passionate 
bequest supporters who have made the decision to 
leave a lasting legacy to our landscapes and wildlife.

Bush Legacy Circle members receive special 
invitations to visit our reserves as well as 
opportunities to meet like-minded supporters 
at information events. You can also choose to 
be included on a recognition honour board when 
your bequest is received.

Understanding your bequest intentions not only helps 
Bush Heritage plan for the future, it gives you the 
opportunity to discuss your wishes with us. 

For a confidential discussion about your 
wishes, please contact the bequest team 
on 1300 628 873 or by email to 
bequests@bushheritage.org.au

Please let us know
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Port Lincoln Mallee Eucalyptus 
Photo: Marie Lochman/
Lochman Transparencies



Your bequest will make a profound and lasting contribution to 
protecting our landscapes and wildlife for future generations.

From the phascogales nesting in their new homes at Kojonup 
Reserve, from the ecologists and land managers who work 
on your behalf to make a difference and from the children of 
tomorrow… thank you.

Thank you

“The bush is just magic 
– no other place on 
earth has the wonderful 
capacity to thrill the 
senses by sight, sound 
and by smell.”

 Elinor Swan 
supporter for 16 years
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Yourka Reserve Manager, Leanne Hales with son Seeley 
Photo: Annette Ruzicka
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03 8610 9100 
1300 628 873 
(1300 NATURE) 
bequests@bushheritage.org.au 
www.bushheritage.org.au

ABN 78 053 639 115 
Level 1, 395 Collins Street 

Melbourne 3000 
PO Box 329, Flinders Lane  

Victoria 8009

Bush Heritage Australia  

Charitable status 
Bush Heritage Australia is entered on the Commonwealth 
Government’s register of Environmental Organisations and 
is eligible to receive tax-deductable donations to its public 
fund, the Bush Heritage Australia Fund. Bequests of property 
(including land, buildings and shares) to Bush Heritage may 
be exempt from Capital Gains Tax. Always seek independent 
legal and tax advice when making or changing your Will. 

Ecostar is an environmentally responsible paper made Carbon Neutral. 
Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled paper.

Cover image: Eastern yellow robin. Photo: Rob Drummond


